
 

Greetings Brethren, 
 
Last month we enjoyed the company and teaching from our Grand Secretary, Jeffrey Rus-
sell, P.G.M.  He spoke on the Entered Apprentice degree and charge and reminded us of 
our duties as men and as Masons.  We should always seek more light, educate ourselves 
and put into action those teachings, both intellectually and in a practical sense.  Joining the 
Craft with the intent to improve yourself starts with you knocking at the door.  It continues 
with your participation in your Lodge and the world at large to make it better.  The con-
nections we make and the good that we do does have a lasting impression on the world we 
live in; but you must be active to see and appreciate the wonders at work. 
 
This month we have our Grand Visitation as well as St. John's Lodge No. 11’s second con-
ferral of a 70 year pin.  Brother William "Jack" Foster will receive his pin in recognition of 
his time and labor.  Let's take this opportunity to celebrate his accomplishments and his 
service in keeping our Lodge the oldest continuously operating, unmerged Lodge in the 
Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia! 
 
Sincerely and Fraternally, 
Sam W. Chin 
Worshipful Master  
 
 

Greetings Brethren, 
 
Spring is finally upon us, and I do hope that each of you had an opportunity to enjoy those 
beautiful cherry blossoms.  As you all know, the cherry trees were a gift from the Mayor of 
Tokyo, Yukio Ozaki, to the city of Washington, DC, in 1912.  The gift of 3,000 cherry trees 
and annual celebration are to honor the lasting friendship between the U.S. and Japan.  The 
President in 1912, who received the gift of the cherry trees, was one of the fourteen U.S. 
Presidents who were also Freemasons, President William Howard Taft.  Freemasonry ran 
in President Taft’s family.  His father, Alphonso Taft, was a prominent member of Kilwin-
ning Lodge No. 356 in Cincinnati and two of his brothers were raised Masons.   
 
However, President Taft came to be a Mason in a non-traditional way.  President Taft was 
“made a Mason at sight.”  President Taft, in the few weeks before his inauguration, was in 
Ohio to become a Mason.  The Grand Master of Ohio, Charles S. Hoskinson, convened an 
Occasional Lodge at the Scottish Rite Cathedral in Cincinnati.  Fourteen Grand Masters of 
other jurisdictions were in attendance.  Due to the rarity of making a Mason at Sight, and, 
due to the person in question being the President-Elect, there were 800 people in attend-
ance and another 2000 people were turned away.  Upon his conferral, Taft affiliated with 
Kilwinning Lodge No. 356.  Brother Taft was known to be a regular attendant of the Tem-
ple Lodge No. 32 in Washington, DC.   
 
What is Making a Mason at Sight?  Louis L. Williams writes in his book, Making a Mason at 
Sight, “I originally thought that the Grand Master might take the proposed recipient off to the side, 
or to some private place, and possibly obligate him in one or more degrees, and simply declare him to 
be a Mason henceforth and thereafter. I was many years a Mason before I learned that under normal 
procedures the Grand Master would convene an Occasional Lodge, with the requisite number pre-
sent, and then, by issuing a dispensation for the purpose, proceed to confer all three degrees on the 
candidate. The Grand Master would waive the petition, balloting, Catechism, and the like, but the 
degrees themselves were usually conferred in full, including lectures and charges, but usually on the 
same day, and in proper succession. This is the usual and proper way it is done, although using his 
unique and unquestionable power, the Grand Master could pretty well proceed as he might see fit.” 

F R O M  T H E  E A S T  
TRESTLEBOARD 

Friday, May 4th, 2018 

 

5:00 P.M. 

Ritual Practice 

 

6:30 P.M. 

Lodge Fellowship/Dinner 

Candidates and Prospects Welcome 

 

7:30 P.M. 

Stated Communication  

Grand Visitation 

70 Year Pin Conferral for Brother  

William “Jack” Foster 

 

 

 

MASONIC BIRTHDAYS  -  MAY 

A. Reid Howard, Jr. 36 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“On behalf of the officers and broth-
ers of St John’s Lodge No. 11, I would 
like to thank you for your Fraternal 
service and wish you many more 
years of Fellowship and Fraternity” – 
Sam Chin, W.M. 

 

 

Oldest Continuously Operating Unmerged Lodge in DC 
CHARTERED FEBRUARY 23, 1846 
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Greetings Brethren, 

 

As we roll into our May Stated, I look ahead on the calendar to forthcoming holidays, specifically Cinco de Mayo and Memo-
rial Day.  In brief, these two holidays have outwardly become diametrically different, one being a near orgy of margaritas, Dos 
Equis, and all things Mexican-American in culture; and one the day of honoring those who gave the ultimate sacrifice in mili-
tary service.  But when you dig deeper into the meanings of these dates, the relationship between them becomes much closer.   
 
The origin of Cinco de Mayo is the celebration of the Battle of Puebla, on May 5, 1862.  During the battle, outnumbered Mexi-
can forces repelled a French invasion force of superior training and numbers.  This was the first defeat suffered by French 
forces in almost 50 years.  While ultimately the French prevailed in their invasion and establishment of Emperor Maximilian I, 
the victory served as a rallying point for Mexican nationalist forces in the years to follow.  Eventually, French influence was 
pushed out of Mexico and native rule was returned; in no small way, the embers of Mexican independence were stoked at the 
Battle of Puebla.  
Verily the importance of honoring those who served, and made the ultimate sacrifice for their nation, is at the center of Cinco 
de Mayo and Memorial Day.   
 
And yet, Memorial Day is not a blind recognition of the power and glory of our nation through military force.  Rather it is 
paying respect to those whose sacrifice has made our nation so magnificent.   
 
Another example honoring sacrifice is the practice of “flag dipping.”  Most notable in its absence during Olympic ceremonies 
when all other nations “dip” their flag when passing the host nation’s representatives, the United States actively refuses to do 
so, even going so far as having added into formalized flag code that “the flag should not be dipped to any person or thing.”  
The origins of this practice are sometimes (and possibly erroneously) credited to an Olympian in the 1908 London Games who 
may have said “this flag dips to no early king.”   
Regardless of the actual origin of this practice, it should be noted that the American Flag dips only once in honor and defer-
ence; in respect to those who have died.  So whenever you see the flag dipped or at half-staff, remember that this is done in 
honor and remembrance of people, not the nation.   
 
As such, while we all move Masonically forward through May, do so with an understanding that our nation is not inherently 
great, rather it is a nation made great by the actions and sacrifices of those who wish to improve themselves and their commu-
nity. 
 
Looking beyond May into the upcoming months of our Masonic calendar, we have two opportunities for fellowship; the July 
picnic and a visit to the House of the Temple.  As discussed and decided at the April Stated Communication, St. John’s Lodge 
No. 11 will be joining the Washington Daylight Lodge No. 14’s picnic on July 21.  Friends, family, and prospective members 
are more than welcome to attend.  Likewise, the Lodge has discussed arranging a guided tour of the House of the Temple for 
both members and our families and prospective members.  If you are interested in either of these events, please communicate 
with the Pillar Officers, and in the case of the House of the Temple visit, also contact Junior Steward D. Scott Heath. 
 
Sincerely and Fraternally, 
Jason Lee 
Junior Warden 
 

 

 

 

Masonry makes such an impact on our culture and in our current and past history.   
I am looking forward to seeing you all at the May Stated and enjoying the Grand Visitation.   
 
Sincerely and Fraternally, 
Sean Parkhurst 
Senior Warden 

F R O M  T H E  W E S T  C o n t . . .  

F R O M  T H E  S O U T H  
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Brethren, 

I bid you greetings as I begin a new chapter in my life.  By the time you receive this, I will have married the most wonderful 
woman!  I truly feel like the luckiest man alive.  

While I’m off celebrating my nuptials, it is once again that time when we are visited by the Grand Master of Masons of the 
District of Columbia and his Grand Lodge Officers.  This is a special occasion that most Masons around the globe rarely get to 
experience.  Because of the unique nature of Masonry in D.C., we have an intimate relationship with our Grand Master and 
the Grand Lodge in general.   It is truly a distinctive experience to interact with him and express our vision for the future of St. 
John’s Lodge No. 11, as a Lodge, as well as our role in the advancement of Masonry in the District and around the world.    

“THE MASTER’S GAVEL” 
 
The Worshipful Master’s gavel is an emblem of authority used by the Master of the Lodge to show his executive power over 
the craft by punctuating its actions.  The gavel is a vital working tool of our Craft.  It is an emblem of Freemasonry’s leader-
ship.  The gavel is an instrument which is used by operative masons to break off the corners of rough stones, the better to fit 
them for the builder’s use.  However, the gavel is used for a more noble and glorious purpose to divest from our minds, 
hearts, and conscience all vice, trappings, and superfluities of life, thereby fitting us as living stones for spiritual enlighten-
ment. 
 
The gavel is placed in the hands of the Worshipful Master to help remind him to give the Lodge proper instruction or cause 
the same to be done.  More importantly he is to lead the Craft to higher levels of enlightenment and to set them on a journey 
that only the light of Freemasonry can bring.  Each Stated Communication is opened and closed at the sound of the Master’s 
gavel.  Aside from the square and compass, the gavel is the most prominent working tool in any Lodge, and certainly the 
noisiest.  The gavel helps us all, as Masons, be more organized, resourceful, and filled with zeal for all we do while at labor, 
and helps us coordinate and lead our families, our businesses in the world, and our Lodge. 
 
Fraternally, 
DW Stephenson, P.M. 
 

P A S T  M A S T E R  P O S T   

Please extend my sincerest apologies to Most Worshipful Broth-

er Richard Bautista and his officers that I am not there to deliver 

the Secretary’s Report and serve him as one of his Assistant 

Grand Lecturers. 

Remember to keep your information up to date on Grand View.  

Please log in to https://dc.gvsoftware.com/ and update your 

information so that we can keep you informed of the Lodge pro-

ceedings. 

Please take due notice and govern yourselves accordingly,  

 

Fraternally,  

Anand A. Trivedi P.M. 

Secretary 

F R O M  T H E  S E C R E T A R Y ’ S  

D E S K  

 

STATED  

COMMUNICATIONS 

7:30 P.M. 

First Friday 

(Except July) 

 

TAKOMA MASONIC 
CENTER 

115 Carroll Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C.  20012 

(202) 829-7790 

 

 

 

 

Lodge Social Media 

www.stjohnslodgedc.org 

   facebook.com/stjohns11dc 

     twitter.com/
stjohnslodgedc 

 

Grand Lodge Web Site                   

 www.dcgrandlodge.org 

 

Grand View Self-Serve 
Portal 

https://
dc.gvsoftware.com/users/

sign_in 

https://dc.gvsoftware.com/
https://www.facebook.com/stjohns11dc/
https://twitter.com/stjohnslodgedc
https://twitter.com/stjohnslodgedc
http://www.dcgrandlodge.org
https://dc.gvsoftware.com/users/sign_in
https://dc.gvsoftware.com/users/sign_in
https://dc.gvsoftware.com/users/sign_in


 

2016 Lodge Officers 
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* Denotes PM at another Lodge     

S I C K  A N D  S H U T - I N S  

TRUSTEES 

Sean Parkhurst (2018) 

D. Scott Heath (2019) 

Brian Burgess (2020) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HONORARY MEMBERS 

Teko Foly, P.G.M.,  

Joseph S. Crociata, 
P.G.M. 

Akram R. Elias, P.G.M. 

Christopher K. Mahaney, 
P.M.,  

Grand Lecturer 

David Han, P.M. 
 

 

Please give if you can. Remember to give the Lodge’s dona-
tion number, 004760, when you give blood and call Bro. 
Ryan Denmark, St. John’s Lodge No. 11 Blood Committee 
Chairman, at (571) 212-1481, after your donation and let him 
know where and when you gave blood. If you need an ap-
pointment, call him and he can set it up for you. Give the Gift 
of Life. 

B L O O D  

D.W. Stephenson, P.M. / 14435 Bittersweet Dr.           
Hughesville, MD 20637 / 301-752-8041 
 
Please keep all our brethren in prayer for good health, good 
spirits and the continued manifold blessings of the Great Archi-
tect of the Universe.   
                      
"Be not slow to visit the sick: for that shall make thee to be be-
loved." 
 
Brothers Please Remember, if any member knows of another 
Brother who is Sick or Confined, please inform the the Worship-

ful Master Sam Chin, at 410-531-5090, or Senior Warden Sean 
Parkhurst at 989-400-4852 and Junior Warden Jason Lee at 703-
389-4571. 

Edmund Rupert 1975* Robert E. Johnson 
2002, 2004*, 

2008-10 

Franchot E. White 1978 Michael J. Gambale Jr. 2011 

John C. Regner  1985* Justin T. Russell 2012 

Nelson L. Fink 1986-87 Harry Trapp, Jr. 2013 

Chris A. Pouler 1984 Anand A. Trivedi 2014 

Charles W. Riley 1988 D.W. Stephenson 2015 

Karl F. Gruel, Jr. 1994-95 Ryan Nalty 2016 

Thom. Donnaud 1989, 1995-1996 James Parkhurst 2017 

Paul T. Sumler 1998-99, 2001   

    

L I V I N G  P A S T  M A S T E R S  

 
WORSHIPFUL MASTER 
Sam Chin  
7008 Rhythm Rock Way, Columbia, MD 21044  
sam.w.chin@gmail.com                           410.531.5090 
 
 
SENIOR WARDEN 
Sean Parkhurst 
5720 Callcott Way Unit D, Alexandria, VA 22312  
sbparkhurst@gmail.com                                989.400.4852 
 
 
JUNIOR WARDEN 
Jason Lee 
7413 Farnum St. Springfield VA 22151 
lee.jason.charles@gmail.com     703.389.4571 
 
 
SECRETARY 
Anand A. Trivedi 
1504 Spring Place, NW, Washington D.C. 20010 
anand@stjohnslodgedc.org                          202.253.0528 
 
 
TREASURER 
Karl F. Gruel, Jr. P.M. 
4616 Morningwood Dr., Olney, MD 20832 
gruel215@yahoo.com                                  301.570.0108 
 
 
SENIOR DEACON 
Ryan Martin 
1345 South Capital SW #213 Washington, DC 20003  
ryanmartin8@gmail.com                       202.853.0666 
 
 
JUNIOR DEACON 
James (Jamie) Hall 
1391 Pennsylvania Ave SE, Washington, DC 20003  
g7accord@gmail.com        443.844.1804 
 
 
SENIOR STEWARD 
Ryan T. Duddy 
7711 Sentry Ter. Severn, MD 21144 
rduddy@gmail.com        614.307.7047  
 
 
JUNIOR STEWARD 
D. Scott Heath   
3304 Applegate Ct., Annandale, VA 22003  
Heath.dscott@gmail.com                        253.732.1334 
 
MARSHALL 
Kevan Schanberger 
8484 16th St Apt 203 Silver Spring, MD  20910  
vanganschan@gmail.com       301. 775.7282 
 
 
CHAPLIN 
Tommy Ripke 
1525 N. Wakefield St. Arlington, VA 22207 
tommyripke@yahoo.com                             202.468-2883  
 
 
TILER 
Harry Trapp, Jr., P.M. 
1420  Winter Pine Trail, Severn, MD 21144    
harrytrappjr@gmail.com                         240.357.3683 
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