
Brethren, 
 
Spring is just around the corner, so hopefully the cold air is behind us, and we can begin to look for-
ward to the trees budding and the warm sun shining down on us.  Springtime comes as a relief for me 
as it’s finally time to clean out all the things I’ve been accumulating over the cold winter months and set 
myself up for a breath of fresh air; not only my home, but my mind as well.  The vernal equinox is an 
interesting time of the year.  To me, it represents a time to “rebalance” or harmonize our earthly priori-
ties.  This causes me to apply one of the first working tools we as Masons come in contact with, the 24 
inch gage.  This is to teach us about balance and harmony.  We are to divide our time into three equal 
parts, eight hours for the service of God and a distressed worthy Brother, eight for our usual vocations, 
and eight for refreshment and sleep.  The vernal equinox provides us with an opportunity to evaluate 
how well we are utilizing this important Masonic tool in our efforts to be the best we can be for our 
families, our friends, our lodge, and our community.   We should evaluate whether we are focusing too 
much time on one thing and not the others, and come up with ways in which we can rebalance our 
approach for the betterment of our own lives and those around us.  
 
I encourage you all to reflect on the meaning of the 24 inch gage and how well you are balancing your 
life.  If adjustments are needed, make the adjustments; if improvements can be made, make the im-
provements; if you think you’re completely balanced and perfect, think again.  Life is about continuous-
ly improving as we move forward and learn new things about ourselves and the life we live.  So as the 
earth balances itself, and night and day become basically equal in length, think about your own life and 
use this time of the year to harmonize yourself with the world around you.  
 
Sincerely and Fraternally, 
James S. Parkhurst 
Worshipful Master 
 

F R O M  T H E  E A S T  
TRESTLEBOARD 

Friday, April 7th, 2017 

5:00 P.M.  

Ritual Practice  

6:30 P.M.  

Lodge Fellowship/Dinner  

Candidates & Prospects Welcome 

7:30 P.M. 

 Stated Communication  

Saturday, April 22nd, 2017 

9:30 A.M. 

Tour of the George Washington National 
Masonic Memorial  

11:00 A.M 

Family Appreciation Luncheon 

Gadsby’s Tavern, 138 North Royal Street 

Old Town Alexandria, Virginia 222314 

 

MASONIC BIRTHDAYS  -- APRIL 

Brian E. Burgess       8 years 

Michael D. Case        8 years 

Thomas A. Donnaud, P.M.                33 years 
Michael Gambale, P.M.                        8 years 

Justin T. Russell, P.M.  17 years 

Urban T. Peters, P.M.  40 years 

 

“On behalf of the officers and brothers of St 
John’s Lodge No. 11, I would like to thank you 
for your Fraternal service and wish you many 
more years of Fellowship and Fraternity” – 
James Parkhurst 

STATED COMMUNICATIONS 

7:30 P.M. 

First Friday 

(Except July) 

TAKOMA MASONIC CENTER 

115 Carroll Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C.  20012 

(202) 829-7790 

 

Lodge Social Media 

www.stjohnslodgedc.org 

   facebook.com/stjohns11dc 

     twitter.com/stjohnslodgedc 

 

Grand Lodge Web Site                   

 www.dcgrandlodge.org 

 

 

Oldest Continuously Operating Unmerged Lodge in DC 
CHARTERED FEBRUARY 23, 1846 

A p r i l  2 0 1 7  

Greetings Brethren,  
 
After our March stated a couple of us were able and fortunate enough to attend church services at the VA 
Hospital in DC. In speaking with MWB Jesse Villarreal, PGM and his wife Judy and by attending the ser-
vice we have a better appreciation for what service means. 
 
We, as Masons, work to improve ourselves and community.  In this one instance of improving our commu-
nity by serving those that have already served our country we were giving them a brief respite from the 
hospital corridors.  We spent only an hour or two meeting with the veterans and attending service with 
them, but we left with a much greater appreciation of the sacrifice our veterans have given so that we can 
enjoy our daily freedoms.  The service, although different from the usual Catholic service I am accustomed 
to, is another instance of the commonality across faiths and the responsibility we bear as Masons to im-
prove the world around us for all mankind, starting right here at home.  The sacrifice of our time to visit 
the V.A. hospital twice a year pales in comparison to what they have done for us. 
 
I urge anyone who has not been to the V.A. hospital during one of our scheduled visits to visit during an-
other Lodge's visit.  Your attendance is appreciated by Grand Lodge, our Lodge and our service members.  
Other family members are also welcome as it is a shared experience.  “The more, the merrier” is fit-
ting.   Bring others and yourself to more light. 
 
Please continue to work on your part of the Master Mason degree.  Although the date is not exactly set, we 
must be prepared and continue to show our growth and strength in the delivery of quality degrees.  Sound 
off on your ability to perform your role or your desire to understudy any portion of the degree.  We will 
make more of an effort to use ritual practice time before lodge and, if available, time after lodge to 
strengthen our understanding and performance of all degree work. 
 
Fraternally, 
Sam Chin 
Junior Warden 
 
 

F R O M  T H E  W E S T  

https://www.facebook.com/stjohns11dc/
https://twitter.com/stjohnslodgedc
http://www.dcgrandlodge.org


 

 
Greetings Brethren.  
 
The messages from the East and the West this month have resonated with me.  The season of Spring is a time of re-birth and renewal.  A 
time for us to clean out the clutter of our lives and start over with a clean refreshed mind.  As Masons, we’re called to continually gauge 
and evaluate our life always striving to improve as Masons and men.  Take this Spring as a time to re-evaluate and clear out the extrane-
ous noise and improve on the parts of your life that brings you joy.   
 
Do take this time to reflect on your role within Masonry.  Are you taking an active or passive role in the Lodge?  Are you showing up to 
social events or other educational activities scheduled to fellowship or learn?  Our Lodge is full of Brothers that have a lot of things going 
on in their lives, as most people do in the D.C. metro area.  Our Lodge and Masonic experience is what we make of it.  We’re in charge of 
our own destiny.  If it is within your cable-tow, the Pillar officers and leadership of this Lodge would love to see you and we’d love to 
gather ideas and feedback from you so we can continually improve the Lodge experience for all.   
 
Fraternally, 
Sean Parkhurst 
Junior Warden 
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F R O M  T H E  S O U T H  

Brethren,  

Please be aware that, if I have not received your dues for 2017, THEY ARE PAST DUE. They were due by the first of October, 2016. 
Notifications of late payments have been sent out and if payment isn’t received by our March Stated communication, your name will be 
read in Lodge for consideration for vote to remove you from the role of St. John’s Lodge No. 11 and setting your status as Non-
Payment of Dues (NPD).  

 

                    

If mailing dues, dues can be mailed to the address below: 
 
  St. John’s Lodge No. 11 
  1504 Spring Pl, NW 
  Washington, DC, 20010 
 
 
Fraternally,  
Anand A. Trivedi P.M. 
Secretary 

 

50 Year Member $0.00 

Honorary Member $0.00 

Life Member before 1983 $0.00 

Life member after 1983 $13.08 

Member after 2010 $133.08 

Member before 2010 $48.08 

  

F R O M  T H E  S E C R E T A R Y ’ S  D E S K  

 



 

2016 Lodge Officers  

 

WORSHIPFUL MASTER 
James Parkhurst 
1028 S. Walter Reed Dr. Apt 522, Arlington, VA 22204 
jamesparkhurst10@gmail.com                      989.600.0257 
 
 
SENIOR WARDEN 
Sam Chin  
7008 Rhythm Rock Way, Columbia, MD 21044  
sam.w.chin@gmail.com                           410.531.5090 
 
 
JUNIOR WARDEN 
Sean Parkhurst 
5720 Callcott Way Unit D, Alexandria, VA 22312  
sbparkhurst@gmail.com                    989.400.4852 
 
 
SECRETARY 
Anand A. Trivedi 
1504 Spring Place, NW, Washington D.C. 20010 
anand@stjohnslodgedc.org                          202.253.0528 
 
 
TREASURER 
Karl F. Gruel, Jr. P.M. 
4616 Morningwood Dr., Olney, MD 20832 
gruel215@yahoo.com                                  301.570.0108 
 
 
SENIOR DEACON 
Jason Lee 
6378 Andrew Matthew Ter, Springfield, VA 22150   
lee.jason.charles@gmail.com     703.389.4571 
 

 
JUNIOR DEACON 
Ryan Martin 
1345 South Capital SW #213 Washington, DC 20003  
ryanmartin8@gmail.com                       202.853.0666 
 
 
SENIOR STEWARD 
James (Jamie) Hall 
1391 Pennsylvania Ave SE, Washington, DC 20003  
g7accord@gmail.com        443.844.1804 
 
 
JUNIOR STEWARD 
Ryan T. Duddy 
7711 Sentry Terrace Severn, MD 21144 
rduddy@gmail.com        410.519.2570 
 
 
 
MARSHALL 
Kevan Schanberger 
333 S. Glebe Rd. Apt 423, Arlington, VA 22204  
tresan@gmail.com       301. 775.7282 
 
 
CHAPLIN 
Tommy Ripke 
1525 N. Wakefield St. Arlington, VA 22207 
tommyripke@yahoo.com                             202.468-2883  
 
 
TILER 
Harry Trapp, Jr., P.M. 
1420  Winter Pine Trail, Severn, MD 21144    
harrytrappjr@gmail.com                         240.357.3683 

A p r i l  2 0 1 7  P a g e  3  

2 0 1 6  L O D G E  O F F I C E R S  

* Denotes PM at another Lodge     

S I C K  A N D  S H U T - I N S  

TRUSTEES 

Ryan Martin (2017) 

Sean Parkhurst (2018) 

D. Scott Heath (2019) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HONORARY MEMBERS 

Teko Foley, P.G.M.,  

Joseph S. Crociata, 
P.G.M. 

Akram R. Elias, P.G.M. 

Christopher K. Mahaney, 
P.M.,  

Grand Lecturer 

David Han, P.M. 
 

 

Please give if you can. Remember to give the Lodge’s dona-
tion number, 004760, when you give blood and call Bro. 
Ryan Denmark, St. John’s Lodge No. 11 Blood Committee 
Chairman, at (571) 212-1481, after your donation and let him 
know where and when you gave blood. If you need an ap-

B L O O D  

Please keep all our brethren in prayer for good health, 
good spirits and the continued manifold blessings of the 
Great Architect of the Universe.   
                      
"Be not slow to visit the sick: for that shall make thee to be 
beloved." 
 
Brothers Please Remember, if any member knows of an-
other Brother who is Sick or Confined, please inform the 
the Worshipful Master James Parkhurst, at 989-600-0257, 

Senior Warden Sam Chin, at 410-531-5090, or Junior War-

den Sean Parkhurst at 989-400-4852. 

Edmund Rupert 1975* Paul T. Sumler 1998-99, 2001 

Franchot E. White 1978 Robert E. Johnson 
2002, 2004*, 

2008-10 

John C. Regner  1985** Michael J. Gambale Jr. 2011 

Nelson L. Fink 1986-87 Justin T. Russell 2012 

Chris A. Pouler 1984 Harry Trapp, Jr. 2013 

Charles W. Riley 1988 Anand A. Trivedi 2014 

Karl F. Gruel, Jr. 1994-95 D.W. Stephenson 2015 

Thom. Donnaud 89, 1995-1996 Ryan Nalty 2016 

Urban T. Peters 
1985*, 1996*,   

2005   

    

L I V I N G  P A S T  M A S T E R S  
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