
Brethren, 

 

As most of you know, 
I was away from 
Lodge during March 
Stated as I was in Je-
rusalem, Israel, for 
my twin brother's 
wedding.  The city is 
truly a fascinating 
place as it does serve 
as a confined micro-
cosm for human his-
tory.  You could tell 
the layers of history 
which had been built 
upon each other over 
the course of thou-
sands of years, usual-
ly as one group, one 
religion, or country 
conquered over an-
other.  But through 
all of that, there was 
this firmness to time 
in the very stones 
which built the city. 

 

In many ways, Jeru-
salem serves as a per-
fect allegory for Ma-
sonry.  While differ-
ent men, different 
political views, and, 
yes, different egos, 
pass through the 
great lodge halls of 

global Masonry, the Craft 
itself endures.  This is be-
cause the Craft is bigger 
than any one man, or any 
one ideal.  We have all been 
there as voices dictate the 

way we should see Mason-
ry, which actions are ex-
pected, or even how a 
Lodge should look or act.  
We, ourselves, can often be 
the mouths behind those 
voices, and thus just as lia-
ble. 

 

The truth is that our 
Lodge, our Craft, and our 
place in the world as Ma-
sons, is just that, "our."  As 
much as this is an individu-
al's journey, it is also a 
journey we take as a larger 
group.  Just like the many 
different opposing groups 
who all ended up together 
building Jerusalem over the 
last three thousand years; 

F r o m  t h e  E a s t  

TRESTLEBOARD 

Friday, April 1st, 2016 

5:30 P.M. -- Ritual Practice 

6:30 P.M. -- Lodge Fellowship  

-Candidates & Prospects Welcome- 

7:30 P.M. -- Stated Communication
  

Saturday, April 9th, 2016 

2:30 P.M. — Tour of GW Masonic 
Memorial  

4:30 P.M. — Lodge Social (TBD, loca-
tion in Alexandria, VA) 

 Grand Lodge School of Instruc-
tion on April 23rd “Symbols & 
Tools” 

 St. John’s No. 11  -  Entered     
Apprentice Degree on May 6th  

 Brotherhood and Family Appre-
ciation Picnic & Cookout on July 
9th  

 MASONIC BIRTHDAYS—APRIL  

Brian E. Burgess            8 years 

Michael D. Case            8 years 

Thomas A. Donnaud, P.M.   33 years 

Michael Gambale, P.M.          8 years 

Chip Mahaney, P.M.          25 years 

Sean B. Parkhurst            3 years 

Urban T. Peters, P.M.          40 years 

 

“On behalf of the officers and brothers of 
St John’s Lodge No. 11, I would like to 
thank you for your Fraternal service and 
wish you many more years of Fellowship 
and Fraternity” 

 – Ryan Nalty 
 

 

 

 

 

Oldest Continuously Operating Unmerged Lodge in DC 

CHARTERED FEBRUARY 23, 1846 
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we, too, are building some-
thing meant to endure longer 
than any one of us. 

 

In the short term, I will, un-
fortunately, not be with you 
again in April, as work is tak-
ing me to Montreal, Canada, 
for UN meetings.  I am 
working on putting together 
an appropriate program for 
that Stated, though.  In May, 
I plan for us to conduct an 
Entered Apprentice degree 
for a series of men wishing to 
join the Craft.  We will also 
be having the Grand Lodge 
Visitation at our June Stated.  
I strongly urge every Broth-
er who can to make it to both 
the degree and Grand Lodge 
Visitation. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

Ryan Nalty 

Master 
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and, at the very least, provide 
the strength and support that 
our Lodge needs to maintain 
and continue on as the oldest 
continuously running Lodge in 
DC. 
 
Sam W. Chin 
Junior Warden 

 

   F r o m  t h e  S o u t h  

ly, presents the appearance of 
youth and vigor, is aptly com-
pared to that spiritual life in 
which the soul, freed from the 
corruptible companionship of the 
body, shall enjoy an eternal 
spring and an immortal youth.  
Hence, in the impressive funeral 
service of our order, it is said, 
"This evergreen is an emblem of 
our faith in the immortality of the 
soul. By this we are reminded that 
we have an immortal part within 
us, which shall survive the grave, 
and which shall never, never, 
never die."  And again, in the 
closing sentences of the monitori-
al lecture of the Third Degree, 
the same sentiment is repeated, 
and we are told that by "the ever 
green and ever living sprig" the 

Mason is strengthened "with 
confidence and composure to 
look forward to a blessed im-
mortality." 

 

This interpretation teaches us 
the important symbolism of the 
sprig of acacia.  The eternal 
spring in which we will all come 
to enjoy one day is also some-
thing we can enjoy every day of 
our present lives.  By always 
doing the right thing, and also 
treating others as we would 
want to be treated, we can share 
and spread the joys of this ter-
restrial world with everyone 
around us. 

  

Normally the South is respon-
sible for setting the craft from 
labor to refreshment, but, in 
light of the many things hap-
pening in our Lodge, I want to 
express preparedness and flexi-
bility.  We will all run into 
prior obligations making lodge 
attendance a difficult choice at 
times.  Many lodges suffer 
from this so we are not unique 
in this sense.  But it is still 
important to note that in times 
like this, it is a great oppor-
tunity for the rest of the lodge 
to be prepared and ready to fill 
in.  
When I first came into Mason-
ry, public speaking was, and 

still is, a challenge of mine.  
Over the past few years, I have 
gained some confidence with it 
thanks to taking part in lodge 
and the available seats.  I have 
embraced the opportunities to 
step into a higher seat in that 
brother's absence.  We are 
fortunate that the current at-
tendance in lodge allows us to 
fill all the seats.  Previous to 
the current "class" of officers, 
we have been told of tough 
times where opening lodge 
was a struggle.  Let’s make 
sure we are reading our cipher 
and preparing to fill in seats 
when needed; this will only 
improve ourselves as Masons 

Please keep all our brethren in prayer for good health, good spirits 
and the continued manifold blessings of the Great Architect of the 
Universe.                      

"Be not slow to visit the sick: for that shall make thee to be be-
loved." 

Brothers Please Remember, if any member knows of another Broth-
er who is Sick or Confined, please inform the Worshipful Master, 

Ryan Nalty, at 202-492-3397. You may also contact our Senior War-

den, James Parkhurst, at 989-600-0257 or Junior Warden, Sam 

Chin, at 301-890-1928. 

 

               TRUSTEES 

Ryan Martin (2016) 

Tommy Ripke (2017) 

Sean Parkhurst (2018) 

 

HONORARY MEMBERS 

Teko Foley, P.G.M.,  

Joseph S. Crociata, P.G.M. 

Akram R. Elias, P.G.M. 

Christopher K. Mahaney, 
P.M.,  

Grand Lecturer 

David Han, P.M. 
 

 

SICK AND SHUT-INS  

The acacia also signifies 
“never fading” and the plant is 
considered to be 
“incorruptible,” just as the 
principles of our craft.  Re-
member Brothers, our craft 
teaches us to be the best men 
we can for this world.  When 
we practice the principles of 
our craft properly we become 
incorruptible, and the teach-
ings associated with the craft 
never fade away.  Be like the 
acacia plant. 

 

James S. Parkhurst 

Senior Warden 

As the first day of spring has 
sprung, I wanted to use my sec-
tion to inform the Brothers who 
may not be familiar with the sym-
bolism associated with the sacred 
Acacia plant.  In my research, I 
came across this interpretation 
that I wanted to share with you 
all. 

 

First.  The acacia, in the mythic 
system of Freemasonry, is preemi-
nently the symbol of the IMMOR-
TALITY OF THE SOUL – that 
important doctrine of Masonry.  
As the evanescent nature of the 
flower which "cometh forth and is 
cut down" reminds us of the tran-
sitory nature of human life, so the 
perpetual renovation of the ever-
green plant, which, uninterrupted-

 

Please give if you can.  Remember to give 
the Lodge’s donation number, 004760, when 
you give blood and call Bro. Ryan Denmark, 
St. John’s Lodge No. 11 Blood Committee 
Chairman, at (571) 212-1481, after  your do-
nation and let him know where and when 
you gave blood.  If you need an appoint-
ment, call him and he can set it up for you.  
Give the Gift of Life 

BLOOD 
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Brethren, 
 
This is a reminder that dues are to be paid without notice to the Lodge for each Masonic Year before the preceding 
first day of October. For example, 2016 dues were due to the Lodge by October 1st, 2015. As we approach the April 
Stated, I have not received payment of dues from several Brethren. Notifications have gone out over multiple forms 
of communication on and before February 29th, 2016. At the April Stated, I will be reading a list of members from 
whom I have not yet received payment to that date. Per the Grand Lodge Code SEC 124 and St. John's Bylaws 
Section 8, "after one month's notice to him that he is delinquent, he may be dropped from the roll, but he shall be 
reinstated by payment of the arrearages if paid or remitted by the Lodge within one year from the time he was 
dropped. A member dropped from the roll for nonpayment of dues becomes at once an unaffiliated Mason." 
 
That list will be modified as payments are received during the month at which we are at refreshment. This modified 
list will be brought to the Lodge for a vote of the Lodge to drop these members from our roll for nonpayment of 
dues. 
 
This is, has been, and shall be, a normal part of operations of each Masonic year. Not only does nonpayment of dues 
make it difficult to run the Lodge on a yearly basis, but also puts in jeopardy the future financial health of the Lodge. 
 
Fraternally, 
Anand A. Trivedi, PM 
Secretary  
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FROM THE 

SECRETARY’S DESK 
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Events around the 

Grand Lodge 

Monday, March 28th Conversation with DC Councilmember Brianne Nadeau at Federal No. 1 

Tuesday, April 12th ritualistic and symbolic non-sectarian Masonic reinterpretation of the traditional Exodus 

   story at  Samuel Gompers- Benjamin Franklin Lodge No. 45 

Thursday, April 14th Grand Visitation Hiram-Takoma Grand Lodge Visitation  

Monday, May 23rd Congressman Jon Porter at Federal Lodge No. 1 
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Subject to receipt of required committee reports and, if necessary, waiver of jurisdiction, the 
petition for degrees of the below-named will be eligible for ballot at the April Stated 
Communication 

 

 

Mr. Stephen M. Motroni 

17801 Claggett Landing Road 

Upper Marlboro, MD  20774-8928 

Occupation: Business Analyst 

Age: 30 

 

Mr. Kevin D. Smith 

6672 Mid Summer Night Court 

Sykesville, MD  21784-6258 

Occupation: System Engineer 

Age: 28 

 

Mr. Colin Timbers 

1221 Kenyon Street, NW, #1 

Washington, DC  20010-2421 

Occupation: SAN Engineer, DHS 

Petition for Degrees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Italics = PM at another Lodge   * Denotes Honorary PM of St. Johns No. 11 

Living Past Masters 

Edmund Rupert 1975 Paul T. Sumler 1998-99, 01 

Franchot E. White 1978 John P. Longo 2001 

Chris A. Pouler 1984 Robert E. Johnson 02, 04, 08-10 

John C. Regner * 1985 Ronald F. Perkins 00, 03, 05, 08 

Douglas Stadler 1986 Urban T. Peters 85, 96, 2005 

Nelson L. Fink 1986-87 Michael Gambale 2011 

Charles W. Riley 1988 Justin T. Russell 2012 

Charles P. Durbin 1990-91 Harry Trapp, Jr. 2013 

Terry L. Weaver 1994 Anand Trivedi 2014 

Karl F. Gruel, Jr. 1994-95 DW Stephenson 2015 

Thom. Donnaud 89, 95-96     



 

2016 Lodge Officers 
 

Worshipful Master 

Ryan Nalty 

2700 Q St. NW #322, Washington DC 20007 

ryan.nalty@gmail.com                          1.202.492.3397 

 

Senior Warden 

James Parkhurst 

800 4th St SW Unit S614 Washington, DC 20024  

jamesparkhurst10@gmail.com               1.989.600.0257 

 
Junior Warden 

Sam Chin  

7008 Rhythm Rock Way, Columbia, MD 21044  

sam.w.chin@gmail.com                           1.410.531.5090 

 
Secretary 

Anand A. Trivedi 

1504 Spring Place, NW, Washington D.C. 20010 

dcanand@gmail.com           1.202.253.0528 

 
Treasurer 

Karl F. Gruel, Jr. P.M. 

4616 Morningwood Dr., Olney, MD 20832 

gruel215@yahoo.com                                1.301.570.0108 

 
Senior Deacon 

Sean Parkhurst 

5720 Callcott Way Unit D, Alexandria, VA 22312  

sbparkhurst@gmail.com                       1.989.400.4852 
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Junior Deacon 

Jason Lee 

6378 Andrew Matthew Ter, Springfield, VA 22150   

ee.jason.charles@gmail.com    1.703.389.4571 

 
Senior Steward 

Ryan Martin 

1345 South Capital SW #213 Washington, DC 20003  

ryanmartin8@gmail.com                 1.202.853.0666 

 
Junior Steward 

James (Jamie) Hall 

1391 Pennsylvania Ave SE, Washington, DC 20003  

g7accord@gmail.com     1.443.844.1804 

 
Marshall 

Kevan Schanberger 

333 S. Glebe Road, Arlington, VA 22204  

tresan@gmail.com    1.301. 775.7282 

 
Chaplin 

Nathaniel Allen 

2500 Q St NW#538, Washington DC 20007 

nathaniel.r.allen@gmail.com    1.202.213.6614  

 

Tiler 

Ronald F. Perkins, P.M. 

5400 Roublee Dr. Upper Marlboro, MD 20772    

      1.301.627.4991 

 

STATED COMMUNICATIONS 

7:30 P.M. 

First Friday 

(Except July) 

 

TAKOMA MASONIC CENTER 

115 Carroll Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C.  20012 

(202) 829-7790 

2016 Lodge Officers 
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Lodge Social Media 

       www.stjohnslodgedc.org 

        facebook.com/stjohns11dc 

           twitter.com/stjohnslodgedc 
 

Grand Lodge Web Site                  
www.dcgrandlodge.org 
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