
“The square representing 
the fourth part of a circle, 
has a direct allusion to divi-
sion of the ecliptic and celes-
tial equator into four equal 
parts, indicative of the sol-
stitial and equinoctial 
points, and the division of 
the year into four seasons. 
By it we are also enabled to 
divide the circle of the hori-
zon into quadrants, and by 
the aid of the sun in the 
south to correctly mark out 
the four cardinal points of 
the compass. In not only 
geometry, but astronomy 
also, the use of the right 
angle is indispensable.” 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Ryan M. Nalty 
Worshipful Master 
 

Brethren, 

  

The symbol of the Mas-
ter is that of the Square 
of 90 degrees.  I was 
intrigued by the history 
or the allusion of the 
square, not just to Ma-
sonry, but to the man 
as a whole.  I was lucky 
enough to find a pas-
sage in Pamphlet No. 
15 from the Wisconsin 
Grand Lodge Commit-
tee on Masonic Re-
search, published in 
1922.  I want to share it 
with you. 

  

The Square 

  

“The square as an emblem 
is geometrical and not 
mechanical in its origin 
according to authorities, 
who trace it back to the 
ancient Egyptians, who in 
solemn processions car-
ried the cubit of justice, 
by which perpendiculars, 
right angles and squares 
might be laid out, its form 
being that of one arm of a 
square, with the inner end 
cut to an angle of 45 de-
grees. 

  

“The close analogy between 
justice and that which is per-
fectly upright is so obvious as 
to have become universal. The 
terms ‘an upright man’ and a 

‘just man’ are in nearly all 
languages synonymous, hence 
the scriptural phrases: ‘The 
way of the just is uprightness; 
thou, most upright, dost 
weigh the path of the just;’ 
‘He that walketh uprightly’ 
and the admonition ‘to walk 
uprightly before God and 
man.’ Besides this, the square 
was used in Egypt to prede-
termine the boundaries of each 
man’s possessions when, as 
frequently happened, the land-
marks were swept away by the 
inundation of the Nile, thus 
recovering to every man his 
just rights. The Egyptian land
-measure itself was an aroura 
or a square, containing one 
hundred cubits. 

F r o m  t h e  E a s t  

TRESTLEBOARD 

Friday, March 4th, 2016 

5:30 P.M. -- Ritual Practice 

6:30 P.M. -- Lodge Fellowship  

Candidates and Prospects Wel-
come 

7:30 P.M. -- Stated Communica-
tion  

 Grand Lodge School of In-
struction on 12th March 

 Fellowcraft Brunch on 19th 
March (exact timing TBD) 

 

        MASONIC BIRTHDAYS    
MARCH 

Daniel W. Campbell       3 years 

Marshall H. Gevinson  35 years 

Charles Kenney, Jr.      40 years 

Eugene A. Lamar      68 years 

Ronald G. McAbee      26 years 

Sean B. Parkhurst        3 years 

Justin Russell, P.M.      17 years 

William S. Woodward     3 years 

 

“On behalf of the officers and brothers 
of St John’s Lodge No. 11, I would 
like to thank you for your Fraternal 
service and wish you many more 
years of Fellowship and Fraternity” 

 – Ryan Nalty 
 

 

 

 

 

Oldest Continuously Operating Unmerged Lodge in DC 

CHARTERED FEBRUARY 23, 1846 
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F r o m  t h e  W e s t  

by our own moral values, 

our families, our communi-

ties and our craft. we will 

spend our lives improving 

not only our selves but the 

world around us and every-

one we come in contact 

with. 

Fraternally, 
 
Sam W. Chin 
Senior Warden 

 

F r o m  t h e  S o u t h  

One of the things I have val-
ued most about my experi-
ence so far at St. John’s Lodge 
No.11 is its dedication to 
ensure that all men, inside 
and outside of the lodge, are 
treated as equals.  The Senior 
Warden’s jewel reminds us 
that no matter where we 
came from, no matter our 
political affiliation, no matter 
our religious belief, we are all 
equal as men and women on 
this earth.  Harmony and 
strength is created when we 
meet, and when we practice 
these principles out in the 
real world.  We create this 

harmony and strength by 
demonstrating that brothers 
from all walks of life and 
from all corners of the 
world can get together to 
advocate for and be exam-
ples of what we wish to see 
happen in the world 
around us.  The level is also 
a reminder that we are all 
subject to the same variable; 
time on this earth.  We as 
Mason’s must use this time 
we have to push forward 
the inalienable rights that 
this country was founded 
on; life, liberty, the pursuit 
of happiness.  We as equals 

The Plumb 

"The Plumb is an instrument 

used by operative masons to try 

perpendiculars, the Square to 

square their work, and the Lev-

el to prove horizontals; but we, 

as Free and Accepted Masons, 

are taught to use them for more 

noble and glorious purposes. 

The Plumb admonishes us to 

walk uprightly in our several 

stations before God and man, 

squaring our actions by the 

Square of Virtue, ever remem-

bering we are traveling upon 

the Level of Time to that undis-

covered country from whose 

bourne no traveler returns." 

The perfect plumb line 

stands perfectly straight and 

reminds us to "do the right 

thing" as upright masons 

throughout our lives. By 

doing the right thing we can 

stand tall and know inside 

and out that as travel in our 

lifetime we are doing good 

Please keep all our brethren in prayer for good health, good spirits 
and the continued manifold blessings of the Great Architect of the 
Universe.                      

"Be not slow to visit the sick: for that shall make thee to be be-
loved." 

Brothers Please Remember, if any member knows of another Broth-
er who is Sick or Confined, please inform the Worshipful Master, 

Ryan Nalty, at 202-492-3397. You may also contact our Senior War-

den, James Parkhurst, at 989-600-0257 or Junior Warden, Sam 

Chin, at 301-890-1928. 

 

               TRUSTEES 

Ryan Martin (2016) 

Tommy Ripke (2017) 

Sean Parkhurst (2018) 

 

HONORARY MEMBERS 

Teko Foley, P.G.M.,  

Joseph S. Crociata, P.G.M. 

Akram R. Elias, P.G.M. 

Christopher K. Mahaney, 
P.M.,  

Grand Lecturer 

David Han, P.M. 
 

 

SICK AND SHUT-INS  

are all entitled to pursue 
those rights and we as 
Masons should seek to 
assist others and our fel-
low brethren in their pur-
suit of these rights.   
 
Fraternally, 
 
James S. Parkhurst 
Senior Warden 

 
 

 

The Jewel of the Senior War-
den in the West: The Level 
 
“The level is an instrument made 
use of by operative masons to lay 
horizontals, but in speculative 
Masonry it serves to remind us 
that we are traveling upon the 
level of time.  Time, like all 
things in nature, passes equally 
for all men.  It is neither inclined 
nor graded in preference to any, 
and the choices we make deter-
mine its relative value.  And for 
each and all, time will lead us to 
that undiscovered country from 
whose bourne no traveler re-
turns. “ 
 

 

Please give if you can.  Remember to give 
the Lodge’s donation number, 004760, when 
you give blood and call Bro. Ryan Denmark, 
St. John’s Lodge No. 11 Blood Committee 
Chairman, at (571) 212-1481, after  your do-
nation and let him know where and when 
you gave blood.  If you need an appoint-
ment, call him and he can set it up for you.  
Give the Gift of Life 

BLOOD 
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Fraternal Greeting Brothers, 
 
If you haven't paid your 2016 dues, please remit your dues as soon as you are able. Send to the 
address for W.B. Secretary as listed in the bulletin. If there are any questions concerning how much, 
ability to remit – please contact W.B. Secretary to work out any details. 
 
The Worshipful Master appointed members to committees as per Sections 12 through 18 of the 
Bylaws. Below are the committees and current appointees. There are some additional positions 
within each committee available.  Please contact the Worshipful Master if you would like to 
participate in a committee. 

Appointees 

St John’s Mite Representative: WB Nalty 

MESH Representative: WB Trivedi 

Masonic Foundation Representative: postponed until March Stated 

Assistant Secretary: WB Regner 

Assistant Treasurer: Bro. Dan Campbell 

Committees: 

Relief: Per Bylaws, the members are the Master and the Wardens 

Finance: Bro. Heath (Chair), Bro. Yurgates, Bro. Jason Lee 

Instructions: Bro. S. Parkhurst (Chair), Bro. Chin, Bro. Hall, WB Trivedi to assist 

Sick & Shut-In: Bro. Kisco (Chair), [need more] 

Funeral: no appointments but be ready! 

Bylaws: Bro. Martin (Chair), [need more] 

Jurisprudence: Bro. J. Parkhurst, Bro. Chin, WB Regner 

Education: Bro. Campbell, [need more] 

Fellowship: Bro. Kisco (Chair), [need more] 

Lastly, take notice that the structure of the Grand Lodge assessment for each Brother has changed. 
For over three decades, the Grand Lodge assessment was a flat $7.00 per Brother. It, along with the 
MESH and St John's Mite contribution made up $10.04 of your yearly dues. In 2013, the Grand Lodge 
Code was amended to revise the assessment per member from a fixed amount to a progressive 
amount. The full details of which can be found in Section 65 of the Grand Lodge code. Amount due 
for 2016 will not be amended as those notices have already gone out, but the 2017 dues notifications 
will reflect the new assessment total. Please keep this in mind as your dues notification for 2017 will 
reflect this newly structured Grand Lodge assessment. 

 

Fraternally, 

Anand A. Trivedi, P.M. 

Secretary 
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FROM THE 

SECRETARY’S DESK 
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Subject to receipt of required committee reports and, if necessary, waiver of jurisdiction, the 
petition for degrees of the below-named will be eligible for ballot at the March Stated 
Communication 

 

 

Mr. Stephen M. Motroni 

17801 Claggett Landing Road 

Upper Marlboro, MD  20774-8928 

Occupation: Business Analyst 

Age: 30 

 

Mr. Kevin D. Smith 

6672 Mid Summer Night Court 

Sykesville, MD  21784-6258 

Occupation: System Engineer 

Age: 28 

 

Mr. Colin Timbers 

1221 Kenyon Street, NW, #1 

Washington, DC  20010-2421 

Occupation: SAN Engineer, DHS 

Petition for Degrees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Italics = PM at another Lodge   * Denotes Honorary PM of St. Johns No. 11 

Living Past Masters 

Edmund Rupert 1975 Paul T. Sumler 1998-99, 01 

Franchot E. White 1978 John P. Longo 2001 

Chris A. Pouler 1984 Robert E. Johnson 02, 04, 08-10 

John C. Regner * 1985 Ronald F. Perkins 00, 03, 05, 08 

Douglas Stadler 1986 Urban T. Peters 85, 96, 2005 

Nelson L. Fink 1986-87 Michael Gambale 2011 

Charles W. Riley 1988 Justin T. Russell 2011-12 

Charles P. Durbin 1990-91 Harry Trapp, Jr. 2013 

Terry L. Weaver 1994 Anand Trivedi 2014 

Karl F. Gruel, Jr. 1994-95 DW Stephenson 2015 

Thom. Donnaud 89, 95-96     
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2016 Lodge Officers 
 

Worshipful Master 

Ryan Nalty 

2700 Q St. NW #322, Washington DC 20007 

ryan.nalty@gmail.com                           1.202.492.3397 

 

Senior Warden 

James Parkhurst 

800 4th St SW Unit S614 Washington, DC 20024  

jamesparkhurst10@gmail.com               1.989.600.0257 

 
Junior Warden 

Sam Chin  

7008 Rhythm Rock Way, Columbia, MD 21044  

sam.w.chin@gmail.com     1.410.531.5090 

 
Secretary 

Anand A. Trivedi 

1504 Spring Place, NW, Washington D.C. 20010 

dcanand@gmail.com   1.202.253.0528 

 
Treasurer 

Karl F. Gruel, Jr. P.M. 

4616 Morningwood Dr., Olney, MD 20832 

gruel215@yahoo.com                                 1.301.570.0108 

 
Senior Deacon 

Sean Parkhurst 

5720 Callcott Way Unit D, Alexandria, VA 22312  

sbparkhurst@gmail.com  1.989.400.4852 
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Junior Deacon 

Jason Lee 

6378 Andrew Matthew Ter, Springfield, VA 22150   

ee.jason.charles@gmail.com                        
1.703.389.4571 

 
Senior Steward 

Ryan Martin 

1345 South Capital SW #213 Washington, DC 20003  

ryanmartin8@gmail.com                         1.202.853.0666 

 
Junior Steward 

James (Jamie) Hall 

406 Elm St NW, Washington DC 

g7accord@gmail.com     1.443.844.1804 

 
Marshall 

Kevan Schanberger 

333 S. Glebe Road, Arlington, VA 22204  

tresan@gmail.com    1.301. 775.7282 

 
Chaplin 

Nathaniel Allen 

2500 Q St NW#538, Washington DC 20007 

nathaniel.r.allen@gmail.com    1.202.213.6614  

 

Tiler 

Ronald F. Perkins, P.M. 

5400 Roublee Dr. Upper Marlboro, MD 20772    

      1.301.627.4991 

STATED COMMUNICATIONS 

7:30 P.M. 

First Friday 

(Except July) 

 

TAKOMA MASONIC CENTER 

115 Carroll Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C.  20012 

(202) 829-7790 

2016 Lodge Officers 
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Lodge Web Site 

www.stjohnslodgedc.org 
 

Grand Lodge Web Site 

www.dcgrandlodge.org 
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